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CONTENTS 
 
This course aims to show several elements of analysis relevant to the study of the historical 
grammar of the English language. The consideration of variation analysis and linguistic change 
makes up the core of the course in terms of concepts and criteria. Besides, all these 
considerations are applied to the study of several historical synchronies; these linguistic periods 
are studied by means of a textual corpus illustrating the major features of the period and the 
salient characteristics of the discourses at the sociolinguistic level. 
 
1. Historical perspective of the sociolinguistic analysis 
2. Synchrony and diachrony in sociolinguistic studies 
3. From rural to urban dialectology 
4. Regional, national, and international varieties. 
5. Current trends in English historical sociolinguistics 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
The main objective is to familiarize the graduate student with the current explorations in 
historical grammar and sociolinguistics, in terms of methods of study, applications and text 
editions. The second objective is to offer a view of grammar and textualities that go beyond 
the traditional patterns of structural applications. Thirdly, my intention is to promote the study 
of historical sociolinguistics of English among scholars of the new generations. 
 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
The course follows the pattern of seminars and workshops which follow a set of lectures on 
the foundations of historical sociolinguistics. The seminars consist of exposition of specialized 
readings based upon bibliographical items previously commented upon; the workshops consist 
of  applications of principles to case studies. 
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EVALUATION 
 
 Students will need to attend lectures, seminars, and workshops.  
 
Assignments: Four ‘course’ papers on the readings and the applications will be required 
throughout the year. A final paper will do as final exam. Information relevant to the papers will 
be given in class. 
 
Participation: Students are expected to participate and engage actively in class. Note that class 
attendance per se does not count as active participation. 
 
Final mark. The final mark will be the sum total of the following: 
 
4  ‘course’ papers (60%) 
Final paper (30%) 
Active participation (10%) 


