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This course is an introduction to the study of the lexical component of natural languages. 
The focus will be on the importance of the lexical component, its specific nature and the 
most adequate methodology for its analysis, with special reference to Corpus Linguistics. 
 
The aim of this course is to familiarise students with different approaches to the study of 
the lexicon, especially that of the English language. Students should become aware of the 
key role of lexical relations within the system of the language, not just on the paradigmatic, 
but also on the syntagmatic axis. Special attention will be paid to the connection between 
lexis and the cognitive component of the human mind, as  well as to several applications of 
lexical studies. 
 
CONTENTS 
 
1. Disciplines that study meaning 
2. The nature of the lexical component 
3. The mental lexicon: the neurological and cognitive bases of lexical studies 
4. Basic and specialised Lexis: principles and methodology in terminology  
5. Theories of lexical meaning: 
- Atomistic theories 
- Relational theories  
- Lexical field theory 
- The cognitive component in lexical studies 
1. Methodology of lexical analysis 
- Deductive and inductive perspectives 
- Corpus linguistics: principles, methodology and limitations 
- Applications of lexical studies to literary analysis 
- The contrastive dimension in lexical analysis 
1. Unity and diversity in the linguistic sign: homonymy, polisemy and vagueness 
2. Implications for Language learning 
 
 
METHODOLOGY AND EVALUATION 
 
In the first session of the course the aims, contents and evaluation of the course will be 
addressed. Students will be provided with a reading list in this introductory session and 
they should take advantage of the two-month period between the introductory session and 
the course itself to build a general background for the course on the basis of the works 
included in the reading list. 
 
The course sessions will be eminently dynamic: starting from a general introduction on 
each topic provided by the lecturer, students will confront tasks which illustrate the 
practical application of the principles and theories addressed in the topic under discussion. 
 



As regards evaluation, 30% of the final mark depends on class attendance and active 
participation, especially when carrying out the tasks suggested for the different topics. The 
remaining 70% will depend on a final assignment in which students will be asked to apply 
the knowledge they have acquired throughout the course. The assignment will consist of 
several tasks specified by the lecturer and will be related to the activities seen in class. 
Students will be provided with all the details for the assignment in the introductory session, 
so that they may address its tasks on the light of the topics covered in class.  
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FURTHER READING 
 
Further reading regarding each of the topics addressed in it will be provided throughout 
the course. 
 

  


