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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The course Introduction to Research in Linguistics is compulsory for those students wishing
to specialise in linguistics. In this course we will offer a theoretical and practical introduction to
research methods in linguistics (corpus methods as well as other empirical methods). In particular, we
will focus on the use of recent research methods in corpus linguistics to investigate native corpora as
well as second language (L2) corpora. Additionally, you will also acquire practical skills on how to create
basic experiments in applied linguistics (L2 acquisition), and how to analyse results with basic statistical
techniques. Finally, you will also learn how to analyse the sections of empirical papers in linguistics and
how to structure a paper as well as how to present the aims/methods/results of empirical papers/your
MA dissertation.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
-

To identify and apply the most suitable procedure and data source in each research project.

-

To identify and apply the most suitable computerised corpora and their resources to each research
project.

-

To learn how to use the most popular corpus software and corpus resources.

-

To sample, collect and process (quasi) experimental data in applied linguistics.

-

To understand the basics of experimental design in applied linguistics (variables, hypotheses, basic
designs).

-

To use statistical software so as to analyse linguistic data with basic statistical techniques (t-tests and
correlations).

-

To analyse the sections of an empirical paper in linguistics and to apply such analysis to the
student’s own research/dissertation.

-

To learn how to structure a research paper in linguistics according to standardised conventions in
linguistics (planning, organization, drafting).

-

To learn how to present clearly the aims, methods and results of empirical research in linguistics.

CONTACT ACTIVITIES:

Lectures
Seminars
Oral presentations
Individual/group work
Office hours/feedback on TFM
NON-CONTACT ACTIVITIES:
Self-study
Assignment and/or MA dissertation preparation
Assessment criteria: Criteria are based on the degree of achievement of the learning outcomes.
Assessment procedure:
1.

Active participation (20%): Students are expected to attend classes and participate actively.

2.

Assignment and practical exercises:

3.
Practical exercises (40%): each lecturer will set a series of practical exercises
based on the course contents/learning outcomes.
Oral presentation (40%): each student will be required to practically apply
the learning outcomes acquired during the course in a presentation. In
particular, students will prepare a brief oral-powerpoint presentation on one
of their chosen areas of interest within linguistics with a view to get verbalize
and explain their intended MA dissertation project. Depending on the
student’s chosen topic, each student will choose one of the lecturers based on
their area of expertise. The lecturer will deal with this part of the assessment.
Brief course outline:
1.

Research methods in descriptive linguistics

1. Introduction: research fields and projects in descriptive Linguistics
2. Data collection in descriptive Linguistics
3. Tools for data analysis and project writing in descriptive Linguistics
2.

Research methods in applied linguistics

1. Language corpora in applied linguistics [Díaz-Negrillo]
1.

Learner corpora: types and applications

2.

Learner corpus design, annotation and analysis

2. Experimental methods in applied linguistics [Lozano]
1.

Experimental design and data collection in Applied Linguistics

2.

Basic statistical analysis in Applied Linguistics

3.

Description of research results in applied linguistics: writing a paper

1. Content organization and structure
2. Language problems: syntax, semantics, and pragmatics
3. Strategies for effective communication

Please check the MA webpage for the latest timetable version and/or last-minute changes:
http://www.maenglishugr.com/
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